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Dear Friends,

When I first approached my friends with big 
hearts to help me deliver beds to a few needy 
families back in 2012, I never imagined that “a 
few” would turn into thousands - or that my circle 
of friends would grow into hundreds who share 
my passion for making sure every child has a 
safe, secure, and appropriate place to sleep. As I 
look back over 2018, I am so proud of all we have 
accomplished in this community together. In the past year, we have:

• Provided more than 1,500 beds to children and their families in need.
• Helped more than 1,000 students be better rested and prepared to succeed 

in school.
• Improved sleep quality and quantity, thus improving long-term health and 

wellness, for more than 85% of those we’ve served.

We have so much to celebrate, but there is also much work ahead: since we 
incorporated in 2016, demand for our services has increased more than 70%. Each 
month, we receive an average of 150 requests for beds through our network of social 
service providers. We have analyzed our data to determine the times of the year 
when we receive the most requests, and are working strategically to meet the ever-
increasing need.

Thank you to our loyal supporters who have made our impact possible. Your 
commitment to getting kids off the floor and into a bed is a tremendous testimony to 
your care for our community. If you would like to learn more about our work and help 
make more sweet dreams come true, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 

Warmly,

Suzanne Broad
Founder and Executive Director



OUR MISSION
Sweet Dream Makers improves the health and 
well-being of children and families by providing 
beds, bedding, and essential furniture.

OUR VISION
We won’t rest until every child who is sleeping 
on the floor, sharing beds, or sleeping in unsafe, 
unsanitary conditions has a bed of their own so 
they can dream of a better future.

I would like to say thank you 
for everything. You put a 
smile on mine and my kids 
faces that we haven’t had 
in a long time. You really 
brought joy into my home. 
The beds mean everything 
and are very nice. Thank 
you in so many ways.
-Samone, mom

Having a safe, clean, and appropriate place 
to sleep is a critical part of long-term health 
and wellness. Thanks to supporters like you, 
thousands of children in Palm Beach County 
are sleeping better and looking forward to 
brighter futures!



Beds Improve  
HEALTH and WELLNESS
Poor sleep for young people is not just a matter 
of a few restless nights; over time, inadequate 
rest is a health issue with serious, long-term 
consequences. According to a 2018 report by the 
Center for Disease Control, young people who do 
not get enough sleep are at higher risk for mental, 
physical, social, and emotional health problems. 
The American Association of Pediatrics adds that, 
“sleep loss poses a serious risk to the physical and 
emotional health, academic success, and safety of 
our nation’s youth. The prevalence and effects of 
insufficient sleep may be further magnified in high-
risk adolescents.” 

Sweet Dream Makers is dedicated to ensuring 
that all of our community’s children have the 
opportunity to grow up to become healthy, 
productive members of society, one good night’s 
rest at a time. 

We know that beds make a difference in this 
effort. Since receiving beds, 85% of families 
surveyed report that their children have 
overcome significant sleeping challenges.

Beds Improve 
EDUCATION OUTCOMES
Parents have long told their children to get a good 
night’s rest before a big test at school. Research 
backs up their advice: a 2017 study by Northwestern 
University found that individuals who attain more 
REM sleep have significantly better vocabulary 
recall. Conversely, a 2012 study published by the 
Netherlands Institute for Neuroscience at Leiden 
University showed that insufficient sleep correlates 
with deficits in complex cognitive functions and an 
increase in behavioral problems. 

It is almost impossible to rest well if you are sharing a 
small mattress with your siblings or on the floor with 
your parents or grandparents – and thus even more 
challenging to do well in school. Unfortunately, we 
receive requests for hundreds of beds each year for 
children who are sleeping in those conditions – or 
worse. How can they succeed without enough sleep?

Improving education outcomes is one reason that 
Sweet Dream Makers works to ensure that all 
children have a safe, clean, and appropriate place 
to sleep. Of families surveyed, nearly 80% have 
reported that children who receive beds behave 
better, read more, and achieve better grades.

Studies have proven that cribs are critical for infants’ 
safety. Thanks to our partnership with the Sokol 
Foundation, our Beginnings program provides cribs to 
families in need throughout Palm Beach County.

“There is positive improvement at school and at home. 
Each of us feels like we have an opportunity for a new life.” 

-Jessica, mom



Our 40+ agency partners help us serve the families who need 
us most throughout Palm Beach County. We are thankful 
to collaborate with:

Adopt-A-Family of the Palm 
Beaches
American Association of 
Caregiving Youth
Boys Town of South Florida
Community Partners
Children’s Home Society
Child First
Center for Child Counseling

Healthy Mothers, Healthy 
Babies
Families First of PBC
Institute for Child & Family 
Health
Multilingual Psychotherapy 
Centers
YWCA Rapid Rehousing

...and so many more!

BY THE NUMBERS

Requests for beds increased by 73% in 2018. In our first 
two years of service, Sweet Dream Makers has provided 

beds to 2,505 children and their families.

Every bed we provide goes to a family who is 
working hard to succeed. We are so proud to deliver 
this simple but critical item to help them rest better 

and face their futures together.

Total Beds Provided

Anticipating the Need

People Served in 2018

Agency Partners

Based on our data, we are able to predict clear trends 
in demand for beds across Palm Beach County. There 

are consistent spikes in need during the months of April, 
August, and October each year.

Giving More to Those in Need

Families who can’t afford beds are often in need of 
additional household essentials, such as a dresser 
to store clothing or a table at which to eat meals, 
do homework, and gather around for daily life.  
Donations from our friends and neighbors allow us 
to provide these items free of charge through our 
warehouse in Delray Beach, generously funded by 
the Pat Moran Family Foundation.
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PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS
Families who receive beds through Sweet Dream Makers are 
referred by our network of more than 40 state and local social 
service agencies. These community partners identify and notify 
us of families in need, the majority of whom have at least one 
working caregiver. We then consult with case workers regarding 
the number of family members in need of a bed, the size of their 
living arrangement, and any unique conditions that may require 
accommodation.

Sweet Dream Makers then leverages relationships with area 
furniture companies, low-cost suppliers, and our warehouse 
to source the best fit for the family’s needs, whether it be 
individual, twin, twin xl, full, queen, bunk, or trundle beds, cribs, 
or a combination of options. 

We ensure that each child receives a:

• New mattress
• Mattress encasement 
• Box spring & frame
• Bed in a bag including sheets, comforter, and fresh pillows

At our 2nd Annual Be A Sweet Dream Maker Celebration on December 14, 2018, we honored Marc Schiller, CEO 
of City Mattress. Schiller’s company donates and significantly discounts beds, frames, and foundations - and 
delivers and assembles each bed they provide for free, providing a service that treats our families with dignity 
and respect. Thank you!

Every child gets to pick out their own bedding when they 
receive a bed from Sweet Dream Makers. They smile 
so big when they get to choose their favorite colors 
and characters! 

CITY MATTRESS 
MAKES AN IMPACT



Sweet Dream Makers is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and your contribution is tax deductible as allowable by law. A copy of the Official Registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the State of Florida at 1-800-435-7352 or outside of Florida at 1-850-410-3800. 
The Department website is www.800helpfla.com. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State. 

2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Thanks to supporters like you, Sweet Dream Makers has been able to help thousands of children and their 
families rest their heads in safe, clean, and appropriate new beds. We are so grateful to our friends and 
community partners who join us in making their dreams a reality with the gift of a new bed.

DONORS

Income

TOTAL: $649,920 TOTAL: $542,782

Expenses

Grants
32.6%
$211,685

Program Expenses
90.4%
$490,463

Fundraising/ 
Capacity 
Building

7.5%
$40,931

Administrative
2.1%
$11,388   

Events & Activities
28.2%
$183,159

Individual &
Corporate
Support

30.9%
$200,506

In-kind
8.4%
$54,570

$25,000 to $99,999
Boca West Children’s 
Fdn.
Coulombe Family Fdn.
Gillman Family Fdn.
Maureen Marino & 
Tim Lewis
McNally Family 
Fdn.
The Sokol Fdn.

$10,000 to $24,999
The Batchelor Fdn.
Debbie & Steve Block
The Boca Rio Fdn.

Debbie Dentry
Larry Geller
The Hagen Family 
Fdn.
Kristen & John Isham
Cristina & Tim Lewis, Jr.
Pat Moran Family Fdn.
Linda & Robert Schmier
Sally & Aubrey Strul
Sandy & Arthur Tauber
The Walter & Adi Blum 
Fdn.
Wanda & James M. 
Moran, Jr. Fdn.

$5,000 to $9,999
Allegany Franciscan 
Ministries
Amazon Smile
Suzy & Brian Broad
Susan & Charlie Emby
Leslie & Bernie Friedman
Karen & Barry Hamerling
Ibis Charities Fdn.
Leave A Legacy Fdn.
M2D2 Partners
The Mary Alice Fortin Fdn.
Kristina & Mark Pickard
Quantum Fdn.

Debra Rales
Steve E. Bernstein Family 
Fdn.
Joelle & Lou Tarantino

$2,500.00 to $4,999
Ronni & Herb Amster
Amy & Richard Berg
The Billi Marcus Fdn.
Sharyl & Kenneth Brandt
Peggy Gotte
Babette & Calvin Haddad
Nancy & Martin Mallinger
Patty & Louis Beck

Thais D. Piotrowski & 
Assoc.
Roots & Wings
Nancy & Charles 
Rosenblatt
Ruth Silverman-
Rosenbloom and Victor 
H. Rosenbloom CF
Marc Schiller
Lisa Schultz
Debbie Lindstrom & 
Bob Sheetz
Leslie & Rick Steinberg
Sandy & Uf Tukel

We are thankful to these and so many more supporters for making sweet dreams come true every day!



Sweet Dream Makers
55 NE 5th Avenue, Suite 400

Boca Raton, FL 33432
561-571-7363

info@sweetdreammakers.org
www.sweetdreammakers.org

I honestly don’t even know where to begin to say 
thanks. I am a mother of five beautiful children 
and I work very hard. Teaching and molding my 
children to be good like you. I’m blessed to have 
been able to receive these beds and bedding. 
Thank you for being the people that have a 
heart to do these things. Honestly, I cannot say it 
enough. I’m truly blessed and one day I will pay it 
forward! Thank you.
-Marcia, mom


