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Dear friends,

I am overjoyed to share that at the close of this year, we have 
achieved something monumental: with your support, Sweet 
Dream Makers delivered a record 2,433 beds in 2020.

Between COVID-19, its ensuing economic fallout, and the 
civil unrest our nation faced, this was a year like no other. 
Supporters, community partners, and friends like you made 
it possible for us to serve our mission through every difficulty 2020 brought. Your 
unwavering commitment and the incredible dedication of our vendors, staff, and 
volunteers allowed us to work every day of this year to ensure that every child has a 
bed of their own.

We know that families needed our support more than ever: 

• when schools shut down, children needed a safe, comfortable place to adjust to 
virtual learning

• as employment fell, parents and caregivers found themselves unable to afford to 
replace or repair beds, mattresses, and essential furniture

• as the pandemic threatened us all, everyone needed adequate sleep to support 
healthy immune systems and mitigate the impacts of stress.

This year, we delivered 21% more beds than in 2019, and nearly three times the beds 
we delivered in our first year of service in 2017 — but the safety, health, and joy we 
delivered to children and their families in need can’t be quantified. The gift of a bed 
provides so much more than a night of rest. Healthy sleep can improve learning, ease 
stress, and restore dignity tonight, and for years to come.

We now look ahead to 2021, our fifth year of service. Though our growth has been 
exponential, many of our neighbors are still in desperate need of a comfortable, 
appropriate place to rest their heads. I invite you to take a peek at our plans on page 
6, and call or email me any time to talk about what we can accomplish together. From 
the bottom of my heart, thank you for making sweet dreams come true!

All my best,

Suzanne Broad
Founder and Executive Director2 |



OUR MISSION
Sweet Dream Makers improves the health and 
well-being of children and families by providing 
beds, bedding, and essential furniture.

OUR VISION
We won’t rest until every child who is sleeping 
on the floor, sharing beds, or sleeping in unsafe, 
unsanitary conditions has a bed of their own so 
they can dream of a better future.

When I opened her room door, she saw the bed all 
made up and she raised her arms in the air and said 
‘Wow, my bed looks amazing! I’ve never had a bed like 
this before — I love it!!’ My daughter loves her new bed 
so much, and we are both so grateful for all your help.
— Deborah C., single mother

Through our flagship program, A Bed of My Own, children and their families 
in need are referred through our network of 50+ social service providers 
and receive at no cost: 

A new mattress
A mattress protector
A box spring
Bed frame
Bedding including sheets and comforter chosen by the children 
Fresh pillows.

In 2020, Sweet Dream Makers provided 2,433 beds 
to children and their families.
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WHO WE SERVED
The majority of the families we serve are low-
wage earners — individuals who suddenly 
found themselves on the front lines as 
essential workers when COVID-19 struck our 
community. We relied on these employees 
to keep our grocery stores, medical centers, 
home health care agencies, delivery services, 
and more running during the pandemic. 

Healthy immune systems are closely linked to 
quality sleep. Your support of Sweet Dream 
Makers ensured that the working poor — who 
were disproportionately impacted by the 
double blow of both sickness and economic 
vulnerability — were able to get the rest they 
needed to keep our community going strong. 

Sweet Dream Makers never closed during the pandemic so that 
families like this one could get the rest they need to face the 
challenges ahead.

Sweet Dream Makers is the only locally-serving agency solely 
dedicated to providing beds as a necessity of health and wellness. 

In 2020, requests for beds rose 21% over the year prior.

Total Beds Provided

North County Service South County Service

498 
Babies

150
Toddlers

400
Adult 
Caregivers

1,385 
Children 
& Teens

People Served in 2020

2017 2018 2019

1,588
2,011

917
2020

2,433

BY THE NUMBERS

In 2020, 73% of the beds we 
delivered served families in 

northern Palm Beach County. 
We are working strategically 
to build relationships to help 
us increase our service to the 

areas of greatest need.

Lake  
Worth:
45%

Boynton 
Beach:
22%

Delray 
Beach: 
15%

Lantana:
10%
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Riviera 
Beach: 
18%

West Palm 
Beach:
56%

Lake Park: 2%

Wellington: 3%

Each 1%:
Palm Springs, Royal Palm, 
Loxahatchee, Palm Beach 
Gardens

Jupiter: 3%

Greenacres: 3%

Boca Raton: 8%

The Glades: 11% 
The Glades Community  
includes Belle Glade, Pahokee, 
and South Bay



HELPING MORE STUDENTS 
THAN EVER
Social service agencies continued to request beds 
and cribs for children and families in need throughout 
the pandemic, because they are an essential element 
of health and safety. In fact, our network of referring 
agencies grew to more than 50 this year. Our 
partners include:

Adopt-a-Family of the 
Palm Beaches
Aid to Victims of 
Domestic Abuse
American Association of 
Caregiving Youth
Boys Town South 
Florida
Bridges of Palm Beach 
County
Child First Center for 
Child Counseling
ChildNet Palm Beach 
County
Children’s Home Society 
of Florida, Palm Beach 
Division
Chrysalis Health
Community Partners: 
Housing Partnership 
and Parent Child Center

Families First of Palm 
Beach County
Florida Department of 
Children and Families
Healthy Mothers, 
Healthy Babies Coalition 
of Palm Beach County
Henderson Behavioral 
Health
Institute for Child & 
Family Health 
Legacy Behavioral 
Health Center
Multilingual 
Psychotherapy Centers
One Hope United
Senator Philip D. Lewis 
Center
SequalCare of Florida
Vita Nova
YMCA – Harmony 
House

We communicated closely with these partners and made 
modifications to our processes to protect the safety of all 
vendors, staff, volunteers, and families. Our Warehouse 
Manager, James Bulger, and his team worked closely 
with our supplier Family Furniture to provide continuous 
service to our community during the height of the 
pandemic — their dedication and your support meant that 
Sweet Dream Makers never closed in 2020. 

We lost our home, our vehicle, and 
all of our clothes...Once we found a 
home, Sweet Dream Makers gave us 
our first pieces of furniture: our beds. 
It felt amazing to have our own home, 
and even more amazing to have beds 
to sleep in. I cannot describe the 
immense joy we all felt. 
 —Justice C., mother of two

Our Warehouse Team ensured that families were served 
throughout COVID-19. [Photo courtesy Lara Greenwood.]

Our staff and families we served, as well as our partners at 
Child Protection Services, received masks in the early phase 
of the pandemic thanks to three of our Board Members, 
Debbie & Stephen Block and Larry Geller.

| 5



Learning was radically different for students in 2020. When 
schools closed on March 13th, tens of thousands of children 
suddenly found themselves in front of screens rather than 
white boards, learning from their bedrooms instead of in 
classrooms. As routines broke down, education — especially 
for our community’s most vulnerable students — fell further 
and further behind.

Our 3rd Annual Back To School Campaign was more critical 
than ever to help students begin the 2020-2021 school year 
well rested and ready to learn. Studies show that adequate 
sleep has a direct positive correlation with learning; of families 
we’ve served, nearly 80% of those surveyed have reported 
that children who receive beds behave better, read more, and 
achieve better grades in school.

This year, Hands On Tzedakah (“HOT”) helped make this our 
most successful fundraiser to date by generously matching 
all gifts of $250 or more with a twin bed and rounding up 
our final donations to provide an even 300 beds for students 
in need! Thanks to HOT and friends like you, we provided a 
total of 1,385 beds to school-age children in 2020. Since 2017, 
we’ve provided students in need more than 4,200 beds.

—  Marcia Andrews, Palm Beach County School District 
School Board Member for District 6, which includes the 
Glades Community, and new member of Sweet Dream 
Makers’ Advisory Board

BEDS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR 
EDUCATION

As an educator for 44 years, I have seen 
first-hand what happens when students 
aren’t getting the rest they need: they’re 
irritable, they can’t concentrate, they can 
become hyperactive. All too often these traits 
compound to become lasting behavioral or 
mental health challenges — but these problems 
are preventable by helping a child get healthy, 
restful, and safe sleep. 

Books donated to our Warehouse Program delight 
children while they can’t go to school or visit libraries 
during COVID-19. [Photo courtesy Lara Greenwood.]

This table and stools, built by a young man whose 
family we served in 2018, became a desk for two 
young girls when schools shut down this year.
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HEALTHY SLEEP BENEFITS 
START YOUNG
The importance of sleep for health and well-being became more 
apparent than ever in 2020 — from coping with daily challenges 
to recuperating from illness, the need for adequate rest was 
paramount. According to Cleveland Clinic, starting healthy sleep 
habits as young as possible is the best way to maximize sleep’s 
benefits to our immune systems.

Sweet Dream Makers has long been committed to providing 
babies with safe, appropriate beds of their own to ensure their 
healthy development and prevent co-sleeping tragedies. In 
partnership with Boca West Children’s Foundation and with the 
support of the Gillman Family Foundation, our Beginnings program 
launched in 2017 to give cribs to families in need. In 2020, our 
service to our community’s youngest members provided a total of 
498 cribs, five times that of our first year of service.

“A few years ago, so many of the mothers we met didn’t 
understand the importance of cribs for their baby’s safety,” says 
Sindy Juarez, a Centering Facilitator at Healthy Mothers, Healthy 
Babies, which refers the greatest number of crib requests to Sweet 
Dream Makers. “Now they are becoming more educated on the 
dangers of co-sleeping, but can’t always afford a crib. They are so 
relieved and happy to know that they can receive a safe place for 
their baby to sleep through Sweet Dream Makers, and still be able 
to afford to keep their lights on.” 

PLANNING AND PARTNERING FOR GROWTH
Since we began our service, the average number of 
beds we deliver each month has more than doubled 
— from 76 per month in 2017 to 203 per month 
in 2020. Strong partnerships with social service 
agencies and positive word of mouth have spurred 
our rapid growth, and the data is clear: the need 
exists, and Sweet Dream Makers is being sought out 
to meet it. 

As we look towards our fifth year of service, we are 
planning to expand and roll out three new strategic 
initiatives: Adults in Need, Broward County Expansion, 
and A Bed of My Own Direct Connect, which will bring 
our services directly to children and their families in 
identified underserved areas throughout Palm Beach 
County.

Sweet Dream Makers provided five times the 
number of cribs in 2020 as we did in 2017.

 Cribs Delivered By Year

2018

195

2019

303

2017
106

2020

498
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Some of the most 
requested items are:

Dressers
Dining Tables
Sofas
Lamps
Housewares
Towels

Dressers are so 
needed by the families 
we serve that we are 
allocating a small 
portion of our budget 
in 2021 to stock 
dressers for those in 
need.

Families who are unable to afford beds are often unable to afford other 
essential furniture, such as dressers to store clothes or tables for eating, 
studying, or gathering. For this reason, Sweet Dream Makers operates a small 
warehouse of gently-used essential furniture and housewares, donated by 
community members and distributed free of charge as needed to families we 
serve through our A Bed of My Own program.

Jodi Ijac joined our team as our Warehouse Program Coordinator this year. 
Her attention to detail and warm demeanor deliver dignity to the 200+ families 
we serve through The Warehouse Program each year. Generous neighbors 
in Royal Palm Yacht & Country Club, Boca West, The Bridges, and throughout 
Boca Raton donated approximately 2,400 furniture and houseware items — 
totalling $59,844 in in-kind donations — in 2020. 

Every penny counts for families in need, especially during uncertain times. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Pat Moran Family Foundation and our 
neighbors, families recovering from unemployment, mothers who are rebuilding 
their lives after domestic violence, and grandparents who suddenly find 
themselves caring for little ones can visit our warehouse and find what they 
need to help their children thrive.

BEYOND BEDS: 
OUR WAREHOUSE PROGRAM
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In 2020, Sweet Dream Makers welcomed two new advisory board members, Marcia Andrews and Matthew 
MacFarland. Each brings unique strengths and passion for our mission to ensure that every child has a bed of 
their own. 

This year, a Boca Raton-based business 
set a generous goal: to sponsor the 
purchase of one bed per week for a 
family in need through Sweet Dream 
Makers!

Carl Pradelli, CEO of NatureCity, and his 
wife Beth have long supported our work 
personally. This year they decided to 
give corporate support, too. NatureCity 
made its first quarterly contribution in 
September, and sponsored an incredible 
13 beds for local families by the end of 
the year!

“As a family-owned small business, 
we care a lot about helping families 
succeed,” Carl said. “Families can’t be 
successful if they aren’t healthy, and that 
includes getting the sleep they need.”

The Pradellis’ commitment will continue 
through 2021, making NatureCity our 
first year-round Corporate Sponsor. For 
their vision and dedication to ensuring 
that every child has a bed of their own, 
we are thrilled to honor Carl, Beth, and 
NatureCity as our 2020 Sweet Dream 
Makers of the Year.

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

Marcia Andrews
On November 2, 2010, Marcia Andrews was elected to the Palm Beach County School 
Board for District 6, which includes the western communities of The Glades, and was 
reelected in 2014 and 2018. A dedicated professional with 44 years of experience as an 
educator in the Palm Beach County School District, Marcia has a first-hand understanding of 
the challenges that face our community. She has and continues to hold leadership roles in 
many education, community, social, and civic organizations.

Matthew MacFarland
As a father of young children, Matthew MacFarland quickly saw and understood the vision 
of Sweet Dream Makers. A lifelong resident of Boca Raton and long time supporter of our 
work, Matt is excited to have direct involvement in the growth of Sweet Dream Makers 
within our community and beyond. Matt spends weekdays behind a desk at Goldman Sachs 
and enjoys spending time with his family and coaching the Boca Jets Youth Lacrosse Team 
on the weekends. He and his wife Jessica have two children, Katherine and Matthew, Jr.

2020 SWEET DREAM MAKERS OF THE YEAR:  
BETH & CARL PRADELLI AND NATURECITY
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DONORS
Thanks to our generous donors, Sweet Dream Makers has been able to answer every request for assistance 
that we have received since we began service in 2017. Your support has made it possible for us to provide 2,433 
new beds and bedding to children and families in need in 2020, and nearly 7,000 beds since our founding. On 
behalf of all those who now have a comfortable, safe place to rest their heads each night - thank you!

$100,000+
Tim Lewis & Maureen Marino
Leslie L. Alexander Fdn.

$50,000 to $99,999 
Boca West Community 
Charitable Fdn.

Michelle & Michael Hagerty

$25,000 to $49,999 
Hands on Tzedakah
The Jim Moran Fdn.
Arline & John McNally
McNally Family Fdn.
Pat Moran Family Fdn.

$10,000 to $24,999 
Albert E. & Birdie W. Einstein 
Fund

BallenIsles Charities Fdn.
The Batchelor Fdn.
Steven E. Bernstein Fdn.
Debra & Stephen Block
The Church of Bethesda-by-
the-Sea

Larry Geller
H.F. Lenfest Fund
Ibis Charities Fdn.
Irvin Stern Fdn.
Leonard & Hilda Kaplan Fdn.
Lost Tree Village Charitable 
Fdn.

M.B. & Edna Zale Fdn.
Mary Alice Fortin Fdn.
Debra Rales
The Salah Fdn.
The Walter & Adi Blum Fdn.

$5,000 to $9,999 
Beck Family Fdn.
Billi Marcus Fdn.
Suzy & Brian Broad
Goody Two Shoes
Karen & Barry Hamerling
Lattner Family Fdn.
Myron & Elaine Adler Private 
Fdn.

Rotary Club of Boca Raton 
Sunrise Fdn.

Linda & Bobby Schmier
Leslie & Rick Steinberg
Stoops Family Fdn.
Spencer Valentine & William 
Weiner

Vertical Bridge Holdings
The William R. Watts Fdn.

$2,500 to $4,999 
Amazon Smile
Ronni & Herb Amster
Donna & Steven Aptekar
Jeanette & Peter Austin
Rita & Edward Berro
Boca Rio Fdn.
City of Boca Raton
Debbie Dentry Baggett
Leslie & Bernie Friedman
Gillman Family Fdn.
Peggy Gotte
Suzanne & Jeff Katz
Joni & William Keith
Rose & Robert Kelly
Kraus Family Fdn.
Lang Realty
Angela Marino

Chrissi Marino
NatureCity, Inc.
Neubauer Family Fdn.
Susan & Frank Richard
Charles & Nancy Rosenblatt 
Family Fdn.

Royal Poinciana Chapel
Ruth Silverman-Rosenbloom & 
Victor H. Rosenbloom CF

Linda Schaps
Ken Schwartz
Barbara Schwartz
Debbie Linstrom & Bob Sheetz
Marvin Steinberg
Anne Sullivan

$1,000 to $2,499 
Janice & Alan August
Robert Bensky
Michelle & Greg Bernardo
Marsha & Stephen Blank
Lori & George Brock
Shelley & Martin Brody
Carter Stone & Company
Mary & Bill Donnell
Susan & Charlie Emby
Regina & Marshall Faillace
Les & Judy Fishman
Fran & Mark Freeman
Joanne & John Frezza
Ann & Ira Friedman
Meryl & Ronald Gallatin
Rona & Steve Geller
Judy Gordon
Babette & Calvin Haddad
Amy Kazma
Patty & Peter Larkin

Melissa Lorensen
Jessica & Matthew MacFarland
Melissa & Marc Malaga
Jayne & Christopher Malfitano
Mashek Family Fdn.
Karen & Michael Moss
Debby & Joel Neiterman
Phileona Fdn.
Myrna & Steve Pressman
Judy & Bernie Robinson
Rotary Club Downtown Boca 
Raton

Sandler Fdn., Inc.
Jenny Schneider
Mara & Michael Shapiro
Signature Gives Back
Anna & Mike Singer
Cara Singer
Jane Skelton
Janyce  Speier
Jennifer & Michael Steinberg
Angie & Marc Tanner
Joelle & Lou Tarantino
Sandy & Arthur Tauber
Sandy & Uf Tukel
Marilynn & Paul Yentis

$500 to $999
Cynthia & Richard Abrams
Pam & Andy Arway
Linda & Charles Beach
Deborah & Howard Belford
Lori & Scott Berger
Blackbund
Phyllis & Howard Boilen
Denise & Peter Brooke
Myra & Barry Cohen
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TOTAL: $1,246,519

Andrea Corn & Bob Sugarman
Lucy Craske
Kathy & Edward DeLorme
Amy & Steven Dingle
William Doren
EM Lynn Fdn.
Jori & Evan Farrell
Kelly & Will Fleming
Boca Raton Regional Hospital 
Fdn.

Robin & Bob Freed
Suzy & Stephen Garber
Charlotte & Mark Greenstein
Michelle Haddad
Kathy & Dennis Hillier
Joanna & Sebastien Hoffmann

The Harold & Ethel Horowitz 
Family Charitable Fdn.

Marjorie Horwin
Hurwitz Family Fdn.
Jesse Izler
Summer & Carl Jobson
Stan Leibner
Jillian Levine
Barbara & Jerry Lewin
Cristina & Tim Lewis Jr.
Adele & Roger Lieberman
Alejandra & Bill Lippolis
Kerry & Pete LoBello
Josh Manton
Lydia Merl
Linda Mignone

Leland Morris Family Fdn.
Maureen & Marty Murphy
Fran & Nathan Nachlas
Alan Neiditch
Lulu & Philip Oranburg
Natalie Pelavin
Andrew Perry
Katja & Scott Pressman
Judy & Shep Remis
Howard Rosa
Tammy & Mitchell Ross
Susan Rothenberg
Marla Schaefer & Steve Weishoff
Steven Schmidt
Bill Schroeder
Kerry Schultz

Jeffrey & Deborah Schwartz
Dania & Richard Schwartz
Paula & Steven Scurnick
Carroll & Mark Shaw
Deborah & Scott Siegel
Toby Sloane
Soroptimist International 
Laura & Steve Spector
Rona & Sandy Steinberg
Sally & Aubrey Strul
Michael Tauber
Jane Tauber
The Dr. Charles & Ann Kelman 
Family Fdn.

Sheryl & Harry Traub
Susan & Drew Verity 

2020 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

TOTAL: $903,460

Sweet Dream Makers is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, and your contribution is tax deductible as allowable by law. A copy of the Official Registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the State of Florida at 1-800-435-7352 or outside of Florida at 1-850-410-3800. 
The Department website is www.800helpfla.com. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State. 

Grants
51%
$631,669

Events & Activities
22%
$279,061

Other 
Contributions

22%
$275,488

In-kind 
Furniture 
Donations

5%
$59,844

Interest Income
<1%
$457

Income Expenses

Fundraising
7%
$60,948

Program Expenses
92%
$830,462

Admin 
Expense

1%
$12,050
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55 NE 5th Avenue, Suite 400
Boca Raton, FL 33432
561-571-7363
info@sweetdreammakers.org
www.sweetdreammakers.org

Top (left to right):  1. Case managers from The Center for Child Counseling picking up bedding and baby items 
through our warehouse of donated furniture. 2. Board Member Judy Gordon donated furniture to our Warehouse 
Program. 3. In collaboration with The Giving Tree of Temple Beth El, we gave back packs of school supplies to 
Hammock Pointe Elementary School. 4. Board Members Brian Broad and Larry Geller (pictured left to right) help 
pick up furniture donations and deliver beds to local families before COVID-19.

Bottom (left to right): 5. Cristina Lewis and our friends at Pine Crest School in Boca Raton donated books and 
essential items, stuffing them into pillow cases for children in need, during a day of service. 6. Board Members 
Rick and Leslie Steinberg (pictured far right) help deliver furniture to a local family prior to the pandemic. Leslie 
is also our Treasurer and oversees all aspects of our finances. 7. This summer, Chrys Diaz and his stepdad Ryan 
Payton built furniture to donate to our Warehouse Program. Their family received beds and furniture from Sweet 
Dream Makers in 2018 after a fire destroyed their home. 8. Board Member Debbie Block helps in our warehouse, 
along with serving as our Media and Program Data Director. She oversees all media and technology, including 
our website, databases, social media, and online fundraisers.

1

5

2

6

3

7

4

8

Sweet Dream Makers is able to achieve our mission thanks to the support we 
receive from our wonderful community — and especially our volunteers.
Thank you all for making sweet dreams come true in 2020!


